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this council was divided and an executive council established, con
sisting of the Prime Ministers of France, Great Britain and Italy, and 
the President of the United States. The council of allied delegates met 
officially on January 18, 1919, to consider the terms to be submitted 
to the German delegation. 

One of the first steps taken by this conference was to invite the 
representatives from the contending Russian factions to meet on 
Prince's Island in the Bosporus to debate a pacific settlement of their 
internecine warfare. This plan was positively rejected by the Bolshe
viks and met with opposition from other Russian parties. On January 
24, the conference adopted a plan for the organization of a League of 
Nations and a committee was appointed to draft a covenant. On 
January 30, a plan of governing the conquered German colonies and 
other territories, inhabited by unprogressive races, through mandat
ories granted to various nations subject to the direction and approval 
of the League, was formally adopted. The terms of the covenant 
were completed on February 14. A few days later, President Wilson 
sailed for the United States, and an unsuccessful attempt was made 
to assassinate Dr. Clemenceau. 

A report from the International Labour Committee of the con
ference was adopted on April 11. Three days afterwards formal 
demands for reparation from Germany were approved. 

The German Government was invited to send delegates to 
Versailles for the acceptance of the treaty. The terms of the treaty 
with Austria were next considered. The Italian delegates demanded 
the cession of the city of Fiume. In accordance with the provisions 
of a secret agreement between Italy and other powers before the 
entry of the United States into the war, Italy had been promised 
accessions of territories in Dalmatia in which Fiume was not included. 
President Wilson firmly opposed a cession of that city to Italy. The 
Italian delegates returned to Rome on April 24, as a protest of their 
dissatisfaction and did not come back to Versailles until May 7. 
On April 28, a revised form of covenant for the League of Nations 
was presented in which the Monroe Doctrine was formally incorpor
ated. 

The German delegates, headed by Baron von Brockdorff-Rantzau, 
presented their credentials on May 1. The treaty of peace was 
presented to them on May 7 at Versailles, that date being purposely 
selected in commemoration of the anniversary of the sinking of the 
Lusitania. I t was announced at the same time that Great Britain 
and the United States had entered into a solemn agreement to assist 
France whenever attacked by Germany at any time in the future. 
The German delegates and other leading men declared that the 
treaty would not be signed, and the German Government formally 
proclaimed a week of mourning. From time to time notes were 
presented by the German delegates to the supreme council of the 
four great powers requesting concessions and objecting to the terms 
proposed. On May 16 it was announced that the treaty would become 
effective when ratified by Germany and three of the allied nations. 
On May 28, the German reply to the terms offered was presented and 
this was followed by several alternative proposals from the German 


